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The Golden Triangle Housing Project:

Affordable Housing Good Practice Manual

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1  This Manual is designed primarily to assist local authorities and Registered
Social Landlords (RSLs) working across the Golden Triangle housing market
area of Harrogate, York and north Leeds, to deliver affordable housing through
the planning process. However, the Manual is also designed to be a source of
assistance and information to all groups involved in affordable housing —
including councillors, development control officers, developers, landowners,
agents, parish councils and local interest groups, as well as other local

authorities facing severe housing need and affordability problems.

1.2 The Manual seeks to establish best practice in respect of delivering affordable

housing through the planning process, in particular to provide guidance on:

e The terminology used in delivering affordable housing.

e Assessing housing needs.

e Defining affordability.

e Setting thresholds and targets.

e Securing affordable housing through Section 106 agreements (providing
basic advice and tips for officers).

e The use or otherwise of Social Housing Grant (SHG) on planning policy sites.

e Appraising financial viability.

e Involving RSLs.

e Monitoring.

1.3 The status of this Manual is that of a good practice guide; it seeks to identify
good practice in respect of affordable housing policy and procedure, to facilitate
improvements in the delivery of sustainable affordable housing. Each of the
Golden Triangle local authorities will respond to the Manual as most appropriate

to their respective housing needs and requirements.
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1.4 A Housing Corporation Innovation and Good Practice Grant (IGPG) of £25,000,
secured by Home Housing Association on behalf of the Golden Triangle Housing
Partnership, funded the project. A Steering Group of representatives from the
Partnership have over-seen production of the Manual.
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2.0 CONTEXT

THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE HOUSING MARKET AREA

2.1 The Golden Triangle is located within the Yorkshire and Humber region and is
an area of high demand, high value housing. The exact geographical extent of
the Golden Triangle housing market is still to be fully established. The Regional
Housing Strategy recognises its area of influence as extending to parts of the
East Riding and Selby, outer east and south east Leeds, outer west and north
western suburbs of Leeds and the Airedale/Wharfedale areas of Bradford. For
the basis of this project, the market area is assumed as covering the local
authority areas of York, Harrogate and the rural north outer area of Leeds (which
includes Thorner/Scarcroft, Barwick, Aberford, Harewood, Bardsey/East
Keswick, Shadwell, Otley, Pool in Wharfedale, Arthington, Wetherby,
Collingham/Linton, Bramham/Clifford, Boston Spa, and Thorp Arch/Walton).

Map of the Golden Triangle Area
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