CHAPTER 3 COUNTRYSIDE

BACKGROUND

3.1 The countryside in Harrogate District is of exceptional quality and is valued highly by residents and
visitors alike. Agriculture and forestry are the main activities in the countryside and have
significantly influenced, and continue to influence, its character and appearance. The countryside
also provides habitats for wildlife, facilitates recreational pursuits and is important for tourism.

It is under continued pressure for development and the enforced contraction of agriculture has
necessitated increased emphasis being given to the diversification of the rural economy.

3.2 The District, which covers some 1308 sq.km, has a varied landscape character, which broadly
reflects underlying geology. It extends in the west, from the elevated, eastward tilting plateau of the
Pennine Moors, down through the fringing hills and valleys, to the gently undulating farmland of the
lowland ridge and the flat valley landscape of the Vale of York to the east. The Nidderdale area of
the District, (covering some 600 sq.km) is designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) and as such its landscape is of national importance. The District contains a number of
parks and gardens of special historic interest. Studley Royal, near Ripon and Hackfall, near
Grewelthorpe are particularly noteworthy as Grade | sites on the English Heritage Register.

3.3 The landscape of the District has been assessed in three studies:
Landscape Conservation: Harrogate and Knaresborough March 1987
Ripon Landscape Appraisal March 1990
Landscape Appraisal of Harrogate District March 1993
3.4 Amongst other things, these studies have provided a basis for the formulation of policies and

proposals to conserve and enhance the landscape character of the District and the landscape
setting of settlements.

3.5 The type of farming in the District generally reflects the quality of agricultural land. Intensive arable
farming dominates the eastern third of the District on the best quality land (often Grade 2) in the
Vale of York. Mixed arable crops and grazing land is common throughout the central part of the
District and some western valley bottoms where moderate agricultural land quality exists. The
proportion of pasture land increases with elevation to the west until it becomes the dominant land
use within the grassland plateau areas at between 200-300 metres above sea level. Unimproved
open moorland is found above this level, commonly with heather managed to maintain grouse
moors. The reservoirs in the Nidderdale area are often associated with woodlands. Some of
these are deciduous but the majority are mixed or coniferous plantations.

POLICY CONTEXT

3.6 The Planning and Compensation Act 1991 requires that all development plans should include
policies for the conservation of the natural beauty and amenity of the land. The Government’s main
aims in respect of countryside policy as set out in its White Paper, ‘This Common Inheritance’, are
to encourage economic activity in rural areas, to conserve and improve the landscape and encourage
opportunities for recreation, and to conserve the diversity of our wildlife, particularly by protecting
and enhancing wildlife habitats. These objectives form the basis for the planning policy guidance
given in PPG7 (The Countryside - Environmental Quality and Economic and Social Development)
which has been an important consideration in the preparation of policies in this chapter of the
Local Plan.
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3.7 In October 1995, the Government published the White Paper ‘Rural England - A Nation Committed
to a Living Countryside’. This represents a comprehensive review of rural policy with much of its
content lying beyond the remit of the formal planning system. From a planning point of view, it
identifies a number of ways to build upon the principles set out in PPG7. For example, the
Government intend to seek views on a new Rural Business Use Class, greater discrimination in
favour of the re-use of rural buildings for business use rather than residential purposes and a more
regionally and locally based approach to design. The DoE subsequently published in December
1995 a good practice guide entitled ‘Planning for Rural Diversification’ which also builds upon the
principles set out in PPG7. In November 2000 the DETR and MAFF issued a new White Paper
'Our Countryside: the future: a fair deal for rural England' which promotes a living, working,
protected and vibrant countryside.

3.8 The North Yorkshire County Structure Plan seeks to protect the high quality landscapes of national
importance within the county from inappropriate development (Policy E1). It also seeks to control
development relating to agriculture and forestry by protecting high quality agricultural land and
preventing unnecessary severance and sub-division of farms (Policies A1 - A6). In addition the
County Structure Plan includes Policy E2 which seeks to protect the countryside generally from
inappropriate development.

3.9 The Council has published a Countryside Strategy which seeks to protect and enhance the landscape
and wildlife of the District and has set down priorities and programmes for the Council’s Countryside
Service to implement. The Council has also adopted the Friends of the Earth Environmental Charter
for Local Government as a basis for its Environmental Strategy. The above strategies have formed
an important context for the formulation of policies for the countryside.

OBJECTIVES

3.10 This Local Plan aims to protect and enhance the special character of the countryside in
Harrogate District whilst at the same time enabling development which contributes to the rural
economy. The Council’s main objectives for policies controlling development in the
countryside are as follows:

1) TO PROTECT THE CHARACTER AND INTEGRITY OF THE COUNTRYSIDE.
2) TO PROTECT AND RESTORE THE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT.
3) TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE LANDSCAPE SETTING OF SETTLEMENTS.

4) TO BALANCE THE REQUIREMENTS OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE RURAL AREAS WITH
THE NEED TO PROTECT THE CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRYSIDE AND THE VILLAGES.

5) TO SAFEGUARD THE BEST AND MOST VERSATILE AGRICULTURAL LAND AND
ENCOURAGE APPROPRIATE FORMS OF FARM AND RURAL DIVERSIFICATION.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

3.11 Those aspects of the environment on which land use plans can have an impact were identified
during preparation of the Local Plan (Environment Issues Report, May 1993). Following this,
policies were formulated to protect and, where appropriate, enhance such aspects. These are
contained within the Environment section of the Local Plan. The policies of this chapter seek to
protect the District’s countryside and relate to local environmental quality and natural resource
conservation. This will assist in the implementation of the Friends of the Earth Environmental
Charter for Local Government which has been adopted by the Council. In accordance with PPG7,
the policies also seek to encourage, where appropriate, the diversification of the rural economy
which itself should assist in the conservation of the countryside.
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POLICIES AND PROPOSALS

LANDSCAPE

CONSERVATION OF THE NIDDERDALE AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY (AONB)
POLICY C1
WITHIN THE NIDDERDALE AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY, AS SHOWN ON THE

PROPOSALS MAP, PRIORITY WILL BE GIVEN TO THE CONSERVATION OF THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF
THE LANDSCAPE.

WITHIN THIS AREA:

A) DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD HAVE A SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LANDSCAPE
WILL NOT BE PERMITTED.

B) DEVELOPMENT SHOULD, WHEREVER POSSIBLE, BE LOCATED IN OR ADJACENT TO EXISTING
SETTLEMENTS.

C) DEVELOPMENT IN THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE WILL BE PERMITTED WHERE IT COMPLIES WITH
CRITERIA A) AND B) OF THIS POLICY AND

i) CONTRIBUTES TO THE RURAL ECONOMY; OR
ii) SATISFIES A NEED FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES; OR
iii) IS FOR THE PURPOSES OF RECREATION.

D) PROPOSALS FOR LARGE SCALE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE WILL NOT BE
PERMITTED UNLESS:

i) PROVEN TO BE IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST, AND
ii) INCAPABLE OF BEING LOCATED OUTSIDE THE AONB, AND

iii) THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT HAS BEEN FULLY ASSESSED AND IF ACCEPTABLE ANY
ADVERSE EFFECTS MINIMISED.

E) WHERE DEVELOPMENT IS PERMITTED, THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF DESIGN WILL BE
REQUIRED WHICH SHOULD REFLECT THE LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS OF THE AREA.

Justification

3.12 Nidderdale was designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty by the Government on 14
February 1994. This designation formally recognises the national importance of the landscape of
the area. PPG7 states that the primary objective of designation is conservation of the natural
beauty of the landscape. This is reflected here by a policy which gives priority to the area’s
natural beauty. The natural beauty of the landscape is derived from its geology, physiography,
flora, fauna and historical and cultural components.

3.13 Nonetheless PPG7 indicates that policies should have regard to the economic and social well-
being of the area as well as facilitate the demand for recreation as far as is consistent with this
primary objective and the needs of the area e.g. agriculture and forestry. In allocating land for
development purposes in the AONB and allowing appropriate infill within some settlements in the
AONB, the Local Plan has had regard to the economic and social well-being of the area. Criteria
B, C and D set out the policy for the scale and location of development in the area. From a
visual and sustainable development point of view, new development should wherever possible be
located within or adjacent to existing settlements. This should encourage the use of public
transport and help reduce travel by car. Criteria C and D take account of the need to consider
development outside existing settlements. Large scale developments in the open countryside
such as major industrial and commercial development and large housing estates are unlikely to
be acceptable and would normally be inconsistent with the aims of the designation of the AONB.
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3.14 The long history of settlement has created a wealth of architectural interest in the Nidderdale
area. Characteristic gritstone buildings of many different types occur everywhere, adding greatly
to the Pennine character of the landscape. PPGI (General Policy and Principles) states that the
scale of new development and use of appropriate building materials will often be particularly
important within AONBs. The highest standards of design includes landscaping and external
works, e.g. fences/walls/surfacing/kerbs, etc. Paragraph 18 of PPG1 (General Policy and
Principles) states that particular weight should be given to the impact of development on existing
buildings and the character of areas recognised for their landscape value such as Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Supplementary design guidance relating to the landscape and
building design in the AONB is being prepared by the Council.

3.15 The environmental effects of new proposals will be a major consideration in the determination of
planning applications. Where a proposal is likely to have significant effects on the special
character of the Nidderdale area, the Council will require an environmental statement in
accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)(England and
Wales) Regulations 1999. (See also justification to Policy Al).

3.16 Afforestation proposals are outside planning control, but are subject to the Forestry Acts and can
have a significant impact on the natural beauty of the landscape. The Council is consulted by
the Forestry Authority on any proposals affecting amenity. The Council acknowledges the
economic importance of coniferous forestry to the management of forest estates and the economy
of rural areas. In responding to consultations from the Forestry Authority however, proposals to
replant coniferous woodlands and to establish new conifer plantations will only be recommended
for approval where it can be demonstrated that coniferous planting does not conflict with
landscape conservation objectives or adversely affect the ecology of the area. The Council will
encourage sympathetic management of existing broadleaved woodlands and will give favourable
consideration to the establishment of new woodlands (particularly in intensively farmed lowland
areas) which reflect the local landscape character and meet nature conservation objectives. In
most cases preferred planting will comprise hardwood species; although coniferous species may
be appropriate as ‘nurse’ planting. Where conifer plantations are acceptable the Council will
encourage the introduction of native broadleaved species at the boundary edge of proposed
plantations. The Council will encourage the highest standards of forest/woodland design in
replanting or new woodland schemes. Forestry planting should avoid important archaeological
remains (see Policy HD4 of this Local Plan).

3.17 The AONB Management Plan provides more detailed guidance on the Council's approach towards
woodland and forestry within the AONB. This will be complemented by the Landscape Guidance
to be published by the Council.

POLICY C2
DEVELOPMENT SHOULD PROTECT EXISTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER. IN LOCATIONS WHERE
RESTORATION OF THE LANDSCAPE IS NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE, OPPORTUNITIES SHOULD BE
TAKEN FOR THE DESIGN AND LANDSCAPING OF DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS TO REPAIR OR
REINTRODUCE LANDSCAPE FEATURES, TO THE EXTENT THAT THIS IS JUSTIFIED BY THE EFFECTS
OF THE PROPOSAL.

Justification

3.18 A landscape appraisal of the Harrogate District was undertaken in 1993. The Council considered
that an assessment of landscape character would assist in the preparation of the Local Plan (as
indicated in PPG7). This appraisal assessed landscape character and put forward a landscape
strategy for the District. The landscape character of the District comprises a wide range of
physical and man-made elements which contribute to countryside character including land form
and vegetation; drainage, including the pattern of watercourses, drains and associated features;
natural landmarks; archaeological and historic features; buildings, settlements and their
landscape settings; and the inter-relationship of these elements which produce characteristics
such as significant views or settings. The Landscape Appraisal recommended a conservation
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strategy for the Nidderdale AONB, some river valleys and the District’s parks and gardens. Policy
C1 addresses the high priority given to protection of the high landscape quality of the Nidderdale
AONB. Policy C3 addresses protection for specific river and stream corridors. Parkland is a
distinct landscape type that adds variety to the landscape and makes a significant contribution to
local distinctiveness and to the character of the District. The landscape and visual interest of all
parks and gardens including aspects such as designed vistas and boundary treatment is
addressed by this policy (C2), whilst Policy HD7A addresses the historic interest of those specific
parks and gardens of national importance which are included in the English Heritage Register of
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest. In the remainder of the District a landscape
restoration strategy was recommended. Within this area the landscape character is still
reasonably strong and generally worthy of conservation, but the overall structure and individual
features are in decline.

3.19 Fig. 2 indicates the landscape strategy for the District and the extent of the landscape
restoration areas. Landscape restoration is divided into two categories:

by repair: where the existing landscape structure is quite strong and more or less intact,
requiring minimal intervention to improve its quality and elevate it to
conservation status.

by reintroduction: where the former landscape pattern and structure is significantly fragmented
and moderate/major intervention is required to reintroduce structure and
character to the landscape.

3.20 The Harrogate District Landscape Appraisal (1993) identifies the character of these areas and
refers to landscape guidelines to protect and improve their character. These guidelines include
the re-creation of distinctive features such as trees, hedges, copses, woodlands and ponds. The
Landscape Appraisal is used by the Council as supplementary planning guidance for the
determination of planning applications. This is to be complemented by District Landscape
Guidance Notes. Since the publication of the Harrogate District Landscape Appraisal, the
Countryside Commission (now Countryside Agency) and English Nature have issued a map and
statements identifying the unique character of different areas of the countryside throughout
England. This map identifies the Harrogate District as forming part of several regional character
areas. The majority of the District lies within the three areas of the Yorkshire Dales, Pennine
Dales fringe and Southern Magnesian Limestone. This provides a useful regional countryside
context to the finer grain information contained in the Harrogate District Landscape Appraisal.

3.21 Where appropriate, proposals will be expected to make a positive contribution to the restoration
of the landscape in accordance with Circular 1/97 and commensurate with any loss of amenity
resulting from the development itself (see also Policy IMP3 of the Local Plan). Generally with
proposals such as the conversion of rural buildings and erection of individual buildings, the scope
for landscape restoration will be limited to small scale improvements usually within the
immediate vicinity of the development. e.g. stone wall/hedgerow reinstatement and tree planting.
For other proposals, such as golf courses, roads, exceptional industrial/commercial development,
landscape restoration could involve more extensive woodland/hedgerow planting and the creation
of ponds/wetland features. Such development proposals will be expected to contain a landscape
appraisal of the character of the area to accompany the planning application.

3.22 This policy only applies to development proposals which are subject to planning control.
However, the Council will also work with landowners, parish councils, the Countryside Agency,
English Nature and other organisations to seek to restore the character of the landscape through
the implementation of the Countryside Strategy and the Landscape Strategy of the Harrogate
District Landscape Appraisal. An example of this work is the Ainsty Barn Owl Landscape
Restoration Scheme. (The Council’s approach to woodland and forestry is indicated in the
justification to Policies C1 and C5 of the Local Plan). There are a number of sources of grant aid
which support landscape enhancement:

Countryside Stewardship (MAFF)
Woodland Grant Scheme (FA)
Farm Woodland Premium Scheme (MAFF)

MAFF: Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food FA: Forestry Authority
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SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREAS

POLICY C9

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL WILL GIVE LONG TERM PROTECTION TO THE HIGH QUALITY LANDSCAPE
OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREAS, WHICH ARE SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP:

HARROGATE AND KNARESBOROUGH
a WARREN TOP - KNOX HILL, OAK BECK VALLEY TO THE NORTH WEST OF HARROGATE

b NIDD GORGE

¢ SCRIVEN PARK AND CONEY GARTH

d CRIMPLE VALLEY

e RUDDING PARK

f PINE WOODS AND VALLEY GARDENS

g OAK BECK VALLEY TO THE WEST OF HARROGATE INCLUDING BIRK CRAG AND CARDALE WOOD

RIPON
h URE VALLEY

i SKELL AND LAVER VALLEYS

WITHIN THESE AREAS:

i) NEW DEVELOPMENT, OR MAJOR EXTENSIONS TO EXISTING DEVELOPMENT, WHICH WOULD
HAVE AN ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE CHARACTER OF THE LANDSCAPE OR THE
LANDSCAPE SETTING OF HARROGATE, KNARESBOROUGH OR RIPON WILL NOT BE
PERMITTED; AND

i) WHERE DEVELOPMENT IS PERMITTED, HIGH STANDARDS OF DESIGN (INCLUDING
LANDSCAPE DESIGN) AND, WHERE APPROPRIATE, MEASURES TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT
OF DEVELOPMENT WILL BE REQUIRED.

Justification

3.34 The above areas have been identified as being of importance for the landscape setting of
Harrogate, Knaresborough and Ripon in the comprehensive appraisal carried out as part of the
preparatory work for the Harrogate and Knaresborough and Ripon Local Plans. The landscape
within these areas has been identified as both important to the landscape setting of the
settlement and of high quality in its own right. As such, their long-term protection is considered
to be essential for maintenance of the special character of these settlements. (There will be
countryside outside the Special Landscape Areas which whilst not necessarily of high landscape
quality will be of importance to the landscape setting of these settlements. Policy C2 will apply
to such countryside).

3.35 In Special Landscape Areas, this policy will apply in addition to Policy C15 or around Harrogate
and Knaresborough the Green Belt policies of this Local Plan.

HARROGATE AND KNARESBOROUGH

a WARREN TOP - KNOX HILL, OAK BECK VALLEY TO THE NORTH WEST OF HARROGATE.
The landscape of this part of the town fringe has a distinctive landform centred upon the Oak
Beck Valley and related bluffs and spurs, and the broad ridge to the south west. In
addition, trees and woodlands are a prominent feature of the area with important woodlands
associated with Grange Quarry and the course of the Oak Beck Valley.
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e The village of Knox is contained by the surrounding landscape and nearby Knox Hill and its
associated woodland cover is an important feature in terms of its high landscape quality, the
contribution it makes to the approaches to the town and its prominence over a wide area of
the town fringe.

* A particularly important function of this area of open landscape is that of separating Harrogate
from the village of Killinghall to the north. The Knox Hill area also has an important amenity
role with footpaths recently improved and waymarked as part of the Nidd Gorge project and
there are various features of historic interest.

b THE NIDD GORGE FROM VIADUCT WOOD IN THE WEST TO THE B6164
KNARESBOROUGH - WETHERBY ROAD TO THE SOUTH EAST OF KNARESBOROUGH.

e This area includes Old Bilton, Bilton Beck and Birkham Wood. The main feature which
contributes to the high quality of the landscape in this area is the Nidd Gorge and the
extensive areas of woodland associated with it, together with the landscape of small fields,
hedgerows and hedgerow trees to the south of the Gorge. Birkham Wood in particular
constitutes a prominent and important landscape feature in relation to a wide area of the
southern fringes of Knaresborough and its approaches.

* The area as a whole plays an important role in the separation of the town of Harrogate and
Knaresborough, and also in the landscape setting of Knaresborough.

¢ SCRIVEN PARK AND CONEY GARTH

* The character of this area derives in part from the undulating landform especially to the north
and east and from the substantial woodland cover, especially that associated with Scriven
Park. Coney Garth and its associated woodlands are a prominent and distinctive landscape
feature which contribute substantially to the setting of the village of Old Scriven and to its
separate identity, despite its juxtaposition to the main body of the built-up area of
Knaresborough.

d THE CRIMPLE VALLEY FROM THE FOLLIFOOT TO KNARESBOROUGH ROAD IN THE EAST
AND TO BECKWITHSHAW IN THE WEST.

* The Special Landscape Area covers a large section of the southern fringes of Harrogate. In the
west around Beckwithshaw the area comprises a richly textured and attractive rural landscape
with excellent wide-ranging views over large areas of open countryside to the west and south
of the town.

e The northern slopes of the Crimple Valley provide a natural and definitive edge to this area of
Harrogate. This valley with its woodland, rights of way network and golf courses provides for a
variety of recreation activities. There is a close relationship between the edge of the built-up
area and landform, this is particularly evident in the role of the Clark Beck and Stone Rings
Beck tributary valleys in defining and containing the urban edge. This area of landscape is
especially important because it serves to separate Harrogate from Pannal and Spacey Houses.

e RUDDING PARK
This area is a unique part of the urban fringe landscape and as such represents a particularly
important component of Harrogate’s landscape setting. The elevated nature of this area,
together with the presence of the surrounding Crimple Valley, and extensive deciduous and
mixed woodlands associated with the fringes of the park contribute to its attractiveness. The
park is visually prominent when viewed from the south eastern fringes of the town. The estate
combines the historic parkland landscape with its more recent function as a tourist and
recreation centre.

f PINE WOODS AND VALLEY GARDENS
The heavily wooded character of the Harlow Moor area is fundamental to the high landscape
quality of this area. This character is emphasized by virtue of the elevated nature of the
Harlow Hill woodlands. The area, which includes Harlow Carr Gardens, Pine Woods and
Valley Gardens, is particularly important because it extends from open countryside into the
heart of the town. The Valley Gardens is an historic park and garden, the character of
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which varies from formal gardens and recreational amenities in the east to the woodland
planting in the west. Harlow Carr Gardens is a large botanical garden on the western fringe
of Harrogate comprising an extensive range of plants and woodland. The gardens contain
several national collections of garden plants and are used by the public for education and
recreation purposes.

8 OAK BECK VALLEY TO THE SOUTH WEST OF HARROGATE INCLUDING BIRK CRAG
AND CARDALE WOOD.

* The Birk Crag escarpment with its dense woodland is a significant feature in this Special
Landscape Area. Together with area (f) it forms an important open link extending from the
town centre to the countryside beyond.

* The existing edge of the town between Harlow Carr Gardens and Otley Road is closely
associated with a subtle break of slope. The wooded character of the town fringe coinciding
with the horizon forms a distinctive edge which at the same time effectively prevents intrusion
of the built-up area into open countryside.

RIPON

h URE VALLEY

* This is an area centred on the valley of the River Ure between Little Studley and Ure Bank in
the north and the B6265 Boroughbridge Road in the south and extending approximately from
the line of the disused railway in the west to the summit of the ridge south-west of Sharow in
the east. The main landform feature of this area is the Ure Valley itself and the low ridge to
the east. The area has important belts and groups of trees throughout, particularly along the
river bank. It includes attractive and important views of the Cathedral and the city from the
Thirsk and Boroughbridge Road approaches.

i  SKELL AND LAVER VALLEYS

e This is an area centred on the valleys of the River Skell and Laver. The Laver valley section
starts from the general vicinity of Clotherholme (immediately north of the former Doublegates
Quarry), and finishes at the confluence of the Skell. The Skell valley section commences in
the south-west at Hell Wath Cottage and finishes in the east at Borrage Green, including the
adjacent wedge of open land. The landscape of this area has a number of varied features
including disused quarries, playing fields, woodland and agricultural land. It provides
some good views of the city and cathedral and a ‘wedge’ of countryside penetrating
the built-up area.

POLICY C10

LONG TERM PROTECTION WILL BE GIVEN TO THE FOLLOWING “GREEN WEDGES” IN HARROGATE
AS SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP:

a OAKDALE VALLEY

b PINE WOODS AND VALLEY GARDENS
¢ BILTON TRIANGLE

d HOOKSTONE VALLEY

WITHIN THESE AREAS:

i) DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT BE PERMITTED WHERE IT WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE
CHARACTER OF A “GREEN WEDGE"; AND

ii) ACCESS TO THE OPEN LAND WILL BE MAINTAINED AND ENHANCED TO PROVIDE INFORMAL
RECREATION.
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Justification

3.36 A number of areas of open land have been identified as contributing to the character of
Harrogate. They are important in:

a) Preventing the urban area becoming one undifferentiated built-up area within
its overall boundaries;

b) Safeguarding the character of the town as manifest in the system of open spaces
which link the town centre with the open countryside; and

c) Affording public access, and the potential for public access, to extensive open spaces
and ultimately the countryside beyond.

3.37 Although linked to the system of green wedges, the Harrogate Stray is not itself a Green Wedge.
The Stray is protected by Act of Parliament and is designated an amenity open space to be
protected in the Local Plan (See Policy HD12).
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Sticky Note
This policy has been supersceded by Policy SG3 of the Harrogate District Local Development Framework's Core Strategy (adopted 11 Feb 2009).


tp26
Cross-Out


THE RE-USE AND ADAPTATION OF RURAL BUILDINGS See Selective Alteration to HDLP

(2004) for a revision of this policy
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EXTENSION OF CURTILAGES INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE
POLICY C18
THE EXTENSION OF RESIDENTIAL OR OTHER CURTILAGES INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE WILL ONLY

BE PERMITTED WHERE THERE WOULD NOT BE AN ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE CHARACTER AND
APPEARANCE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE OR THE SETTING OF A SETTLEMENT.

Justification

3.62 The extension of gardens and other open uses can have a significant impact on the countryside
and the setting of settlements. This will not be permitted when there is likely to be an adverse
impact on the character of the countryside or settlement. When acceptable the Council will
normally require appropriate hedge and tree planting and impose conditions removing
permitted development rights to prevent the erection of buildings within gardens.
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