CHAPTER 5 GREEN BELT

BACKGROUND

5.1 Green Belts are areas of land near to and around major cities which planning policies seek to
keep permanently open. The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by
restricting inappropriate development. Whilst landscape quality is not a material factor in their
designation, Green Belts have an important role to play in retaining attractive areas of countryside.
They also provide opportunities for access to the countryside and outdoor sport and recreation.
Green Belts have now formed an essential part of planning policy for more than four decades and
can help in shaping patterns of urban development, protecting the countryside and in assisting
in a movement towards more sustainable patterns of urban development.

5.2 Harrogate District incorporates parts of the West Yorkshire and York Green Belts. The West
Yorkshire Green Belt was originally established in the 1960’s. It extends over the southern fringe
of the District and includes the narrow gap between the towns of Harrogate and Knaresborough.
The main purposes of the Green Belt as it affects this District are to check the further growth of the
West Yorkshire conurbation, and to protect the special character of the towns of Harrogate and
Knaresborough and prevent them from merging. The Green Belt in the Harrogate and Knaresborough
area was reviewed in the Harrogate and Knaresborough Local Plan adopted in December 1992.

5.3 The south-eastern part of the District lies within the York Green Belt, the main purpose of which is
to protect the special character of the City. The Green Belt was defined in the County Council’s York
Green Belt Local Plan. Though approved as interim policy for the purposes of development control,
this Plan will not be adopted. Instead the York Green Belt is to be formally established through
preparation of local plans for the City of York and surrounding districts, including this document.

POLICY CONTEXT

5.4 Revised PPG2 (Green Belts) sets out the Government’s planning position, upon which policies
contained within this Local Plan have been based. This describes the purposes of Green Belts and
gives guidance on designating and controlling development within such areas. The revised PPG2
emphasises the intention of Green Belt policy to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently
open. It also gives policy a more positive thrust by specifying for the first time objectives of land
use in Green Belts.

5.5 The North Yorkshire County Structure Plan identifies the general extent of the North Yorkshire Green
Belt (Policy E8). It also gives guidance on the definition of precise boundaries (Policy E8a) and
identifies those forms of development considered suitable in Green Belts (Policy E9). Finally, Policy
E10 sets out the County Council’s approach to the expansion of settlements within the Green Belt.

OBJECTIVES

5.6 The Council’s main objectives for policies relating to Green Belt are as follows:

1) TO DEFINE THE PRECISE AREA TO WHICH GREEN BELT POLICIES APPLY WITHIN
THE DISTRICT.

2) TO STRICTLY CONTROL DEVELOPMENT IN THE GREEN BELT TO PREVENT URBAN
SPRAWL AND KEEP LAND PERMANENTLY OPEN.

3) TO IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENTAL, AMENITY AND RECREATIONAL VALUE OF
THE GREEN BELT.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

5.7 Urban sprawl can have a serious detrimental effect upon the natural and built environment through
the loss of large areas of valuable countryside and the merging of distinct areas of development into
an indefinite, characterless mass. The designation of Green Belts and overall strategy to afford long-
term protection to these areas seek to promote greater efficiency in the use of land and more
sustainable patterns of urban growth. Whilst seeking to minimise intrusion within the Green Belt,
the policies contained within this chapter recognise that it would be unreasonable to prohibit re-use
or redevelopment of existing developed sites where this would not detract from the openness of the
Green Belt and may afford environmental or other benefits.

POLICIES AND PROPOSALS

POLICY GB1

THE AREAS SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP ARE DESIGNATED AS GREEN BELT AND POLICIES
GB2-7 WILL BE APPLIED THEREIN.

Justification

5.8 Harrogate District incorporates parts of two different Green Belts, namely the West Yorkshire
Green Belt and the York Green Belt.

5.9 The extent of Green Belt in Harrogate District has been established in earlier development plans.
The Green Belt between Harrogate and Knaresborough and along the southern boundary of the
district was originally established by the West Riding County Development Plan: First Review
(1966). With respect to the boundaries of the West Yorkshire Green Belt approved as part of the
Harrogate and Knaresborough Local Plan, a slight amendment has been made to exclude the site
of the former Pannal Auction Mart, now redeveloped for housing. The Green Belt around the City
of York was approved in principle in 1980 as part of the North Yorkshire County Structure Plan.
The detailed boundary of this Green Belt has been defined through the York Green Belt Local
Plan, approved by the County Council in March 1995 as interim policy for development control
purposes and is expected to be formally established through the preparation of individual district-
wide local plans. The general extent of the Green Belt has not been changed from that shown in
these development plans.

5.10 Government guidance advises that detailed Green Belt boundaries defined in adopted local plans
or earlier approved development plans should be altered only exceptionally. The Green Belt
around York as identified on the Proposals Map reflects the boundaries informally approved by
the County Council in the York Green Belt Local Plan. Minor changes have been necessary to the
West Yorkshire Green Belt to ensure that the boundary follows readily recognisable features such
as roads, streams, field boundaries etc. These changes are outlined below, with further details
available on request to the Council’s Forward Planning Section. (There are also changes
proposed for village insets (or Green Belt windows) - these are described within the
justification to Policy GB5).

i. PLAYING FIELDS/NORTH-EAST OTLEY
former boundary:- cuts across agricultural land and playing fields often following no
recognisable feature on the ground.

new boundary:- following unmade road on the edge of built-up area.
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ii. NORTH OF PROPERTIES ON RIVERSIDE DRIVE, OTLEY
former boundary:- cuts through the field east of Lady Close following no recognisable
feature on the ground.

new boundary:- following rear curtilage boundaries of Riverside Drive.

iii. RIVER WASHBURN/NORTH OF LEATHLEY
former boundary:- follows no recognisable feature on the ground from Lindley Bridge
eastwards until crossing the River Washburn.

new boundary:- following the southern riverbank of the River Washburn.

iv. LAND SOUTH OF LINDLEY WOOD RESERVOIR/NORTH OF FARNLEY
former boundary:- follows an existing broken tree line and hedgerow.

new boundary:- following a continuous hedgerow and fence.

v. HALL LANE/NORTH-WEST ASKWITH
former boundary:- follows an unmetalled track and cuts through a field following no
recognisable features on the ground.

new boundary:- following more endurable features including fences and a strong
tree line.

vi. LAND TO NORTH OF SPOFFORTH
former boundary:- follows no recognisable features on the ground between Harrogate Road
and drain/hedge.

new boundary:- whilst still following no recognisable features on the ground, linking
Harrogate Road to a more definable point of a hedge, fence and drain.

vii. PARK MOUNT/SOUTH OF SPOFFORTH
former boundary:- follows the southern boundaries of Park Road and the
dismantled railway.

new boundary:- following the rear curtilage buildings of Park Mount and housing
immediately to the north as far as Park Lane.

HARROGATE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN February 2001 Saved Policy version - Sept 2007 43



CHAPTER 5 - GREEN BELT

44 Saved Policy version - Sept 2007 HARROGATE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN February 2001



CHAPTER 5 - GREEN BELT

HARROGATE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN February 2001 Saved Policy version - Sept 2007 45



CHAPTER 5 - GREEN BELT

DEVELOPMENT WITHIN SETTLEMENTS IN THE GREEN BELT g
PoLIEY-GB5
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Sticky Note
This policy was revised in the Local Plan's Selective Alteration and has been supersceded by Policy SG2 of the Harrogate District Local Development Framework's Core Strategy (adopted 11 Feb 2009).
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See Selective Alteration to HDLP

MAJOR DEVELOPED SITES IN THE GREEN BELT (2004) for a revision of this policy
PoLieY-6B7
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