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                              APPENDIX 3 

SUMMARY OF THE BASELINE POSITION  
 
Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
1. Quality housing available to everyone 
% of housing stock 
judged unfit to live in 

2000 
Total unfit  5.5% 
Private sector unfit  6.1% 

In England % of homes judged 
unfit to live in decreased from 
8.8% in 1986 to 7.2% in 1996. 

No trend available No issues identified HIP Returns 2000 
(Progress in York & North 
Yorkshire, 2002 on 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 

Average energy 
efficiency of housing 
(max 100) 

Average SAP rating for local 
authority owned dwellings 
2005/06   64 

Harrogate targets   
2003/04   56.2 
2004/05   58.1 
2005/06   60 

2002/03  53.7 
2003/04  56.5 
2004/05  57.2 
 

Improvement in energy efficiency  Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 
(BV63) 

House price/earnings 
affordability ratio 

Average house price (Jan-Mar 
06) 
£235,437 
 
Average Gross weekly earnings 
(2005 Residence based) 
£424.90  

Average house price (Jan-Mar 
06) 
North Yorks £200,705 
Yorks & Humber £141,031 
Average Gross weekly earnings 
North Yorks £403.80 
Yorks & Humber £400.00 

Average house price 
(Harrogate) 
Jan-Mar 02  £140,102 
Jan-Mar 03  £191,460 
Jan-Mar 04  £195,887 
Jan-Mar 05 £226,602 
 

Average house price higher than 
the regional and North Yorkshire 
average and prices continue to 
rise with no equivalent rise in 
incomes.  Housing affordability is a 
significant issue for many in the 
District 

Housing Monitoring Report 
2004 (HBC) 
Datafile September 2004 
(HBC) 
HM Land Registry 
 

Housing completions 2005/06   354             2004/05   398 
2003/04  476 
2002/03  572 
2001/02  512 
2000/01  930 
1999/00  659 

Completion levels have decreased 
over the last few years but the 
relatively high year on year 
building has resulted in an 
oversupply. 

Datafile 2004 (HBC) 
HBC Building control 
completions 

Affordable housing 
completions 

2005/06   45 Target 150-170/annum to 
2005/06 

2000/01  141 
2001/02  164 
2002/03  126 
2003/04   94 
2004/05   151 

Past years indicate that the target 
of 150-170 affordable completions 
per year may be difficult to achieve 

Datafile 2004 (HBC) 

Homelessness : 
Households 
accepted and in 
priority need 

No. of households 
2005/06     142 

 No. of households 
2004/05     313 
2003/04     266 
2002/03     238 
2001/02     225 
2000/01     200 

Increased numbers of 
homelessness in the District 
between 2000 and 2005.   This 
has declined in 2005/06.  There 
are still 114 homeless households 
in temporary accommodation. 

Housing Strategy 2006  
(HBC) 

2. Conditions and services to engender good health 
Proportion of the 
population who live 
within the 25% most 
deprived in the 
Country (Indices of 
Multiple Deprivation) 

20 wards are in the least 
deprived 25%. 
3 wards within the 50% most 
deprived  

 No trend available Relatively affluent District with 
small pockets of deprivation. 
 

Craven, Harrogate & Rural 
District PCT, Health Profile 
www.chrd-pct.nhs.uk 
Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Geographical access 
to services (defined 
as a post office, GP, 
food shop & primary 
school) 

17 wards are ranked in the 25% 
of wards in England with 
poorest access to services, with 
8 wards in the poorest 10% of 
wards 

 No trend available Access to services is a significant 
issue for many parts of the District, 
particularly in the outlying rural 
areas. 

Craven, Harrogate & Rural 
District PCT, Health Profile 
www.chrd-pct.nhs.uk 
Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 

% of people who 
regularly participate 
in walking, 
swimming, cycling 
and keep fit/aerobics 

No data available.     No issue identified Unknown.  The Local 
Strategic Partnership is to 
consider collecting 
additional information. 

Number of people 
accessing 
greenspace for 
leisure activity 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

Death rate 
(Premature under 
75) 
Circulatory disease 
 
 
 
All cancers 
 
 
 
Accidents 
 
 
 
Suicide/ 
undetermined injury 

    DSR/100,000              Deaths 
 
F           59.2                      222 
M          144.9                    471 
P           99.6                      693 
 
F           112.3                    392 
M          122.3                    396 
P           116.3                    788   
 
F           11                         74 
M          28                          91 
P           18.9                      164 
 
F            5.2                        
M           11.7 
P            8.2  

England       DSR/100,000             
 
F                           73.9 
M                          165.7 
P                           117.9   
 
F                           117.7 
M                          147.8 
P                           131.7 
 
F                           10.2 
M                           21.8 
P                            15.9 
 
F                             4 
M                            12.8 
P                             8.3 

No trend available Premature death rates are 
generally favourable compared to 
the England average.  However 
death rates from accidents is 
higher. 

Craven, Harrogate & Rural 
District PCT, Health Profile 
www.chrd-pct.nhs.uk 
Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 

Life expectancy 
(Born 99-01) 

Female    81 
Male        76.9 
Person    79.1 

England    Female    80.5 
                 Male        75.6 
                 Person    78.1 

No trend available Favourable position compared to 
the national average.   

Craven, Harrogate & Rural 
District PCT, Health Profile 
www.chrd-pct.nhs.uk 
Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 

3. Safety and security for people and property 
% of residents 
surveyed who feel 
safe outside 

2002/03 
After dark   54.4% 
During the day  92.7% 

No comparable data No trend available There is a significant rise in the 
number of people who do not feel 
safe after dark. 

Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5  L/BV129 

Domestic burglaries 
per 1000 population 

2005/06   5.1 Harrogate targets 
2003/04  8.5 
2004/05  10.6    

2002/03  11.58 
2003/04  11.02 
2004/05  8.4 

Reduction in domestic burglaries.  
An improving picture from what 
was a good position 
 

Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 
BV126 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Violent crimes per 
1000 population 

2005/06  13.4 No comparable data 
Harrogate targets 
2003/04  5.3 
2004/05  10 

2002/03  10.17 
2004/05  7.4 
 

No issues identified Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 
BV127 

Vehicle crimes per 
1000 population 

2005/06   5.4 Harrogate targets 
2003/04  6.8 
2004/05  11 

2002/03   8.2 
2003/04   8.7 
2004/05   5.1 
 

Favourable position when 
compared to both the English 
Districts and North Yorkshire 
Districts average 

Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 
BV128 

4. Vibrant communities which participate in decision making 
% of people actively 
volunteering 

Harrogate & Ripon Councils for 
Voluntary Service have 170 
member organisations 
District Panel Survey 2000 – 
37.9% advised were actively 
involved in Voluntary work 

  No issues identified.  Limited 
quantified data available 

Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 
District Panel Survey  Nov 
2000 (HBC) 

% of people satisfied 
with their local area 
as a place to live  

District Panel Survey % of 
people who found the 
environmental quality of the 
area pleasant 
Strongly agree/agree   89.3% 
Strongly disagree/disagree  
5.7% 

  No issue identified District Panel Survey Mar 
2004 (HBC) 

Geographical access 
to services (Defined 
as a post office, GP, 
food shop, primary 
school) 

17 wards are ranked in the 25% 
of wards in England with 
poorest access to services, with 
8 wards in the poorest 10% of 
wards 

  Access to services is a significant 
issue for many parts of the District, 
particularly in the outlying rural 
areas. 

Craven, Harrogate & Rural 
District PCT, Health Profile 
www.chrd-pct.nhs.uk 
Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 

Turn out at local and 
parish council 
elections 

2002/03 
Local elections  38.7% 

Targets  
2003/04  38.8% 
2004/05  50% 
2005/06  No elections 
2006/07  50% 

No trend available  Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 
L/BV6 

Areas of District with 
low earnings & high 
benefit dependency 

% of full time workers earning 
>£250/week (£13,000/annum)    
All         26 
Male      17 
Female  38 

  Data unavailable at ward level to 
allow for identification of issues 

North Yorkshire Household 
Survey (Progress in York & 
North Yorkshire, 2002) on 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 

5. Culture, leisure and recreation activities available to all 
Total tourist visitors 
to the District 

Business and Holiday tourism – 
5.5 million days 2002/03 

 5.1 million tourism days 2001/02 Favourable situation with an 
increase in tourism 

Local Economic Overview 
2003 (HBC) 

% of people who 
regularly participate 
in walking, 
swimming, cycling 
and keep fit/aerobics 

No data available.      Unknown.  The Local 
Strategic Partnership is to 
consider collecting 
additional information. 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Number of people 
accessing 
greenspace for 
leisure activity 

To be determined    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

Location and 
condition of features 
of cultural heritage 
importance 

To be collected    Harrogate District Heritage 
Schedule  

6. Local needs met locally 
Affordable housing 
completions 

2003/04  88 (projected) Target 150-170/annum to 
2005/06 

2000/01  141 
2001/02  164 
2002/03  126 

Past years indicate that the target 
of 150-170 affordable completions 
per year will be difficult to achieve  

Datafile 2004 (HBC) 

House price/earnings 
affordability ratio 

Average house price (Jan-Mar 
04) 
£195,887 
Average Gross weekly earnings 
£438.90 

Average house price (Jan-Mar 
04) 
North Yorks £167,180 
Yorks & Humber £113,319 
Average Gross weekly earnings 
North Yorks £421.80 
Yorks & Humber £425.50 

Average house price 
(Harrogate) 
Jan-Mar 02  £140,102 
Jan-Mar 03  £191,460 
 
 

Average house price higher than 
the regional and North Yorkshire 
average and prices continue to 
rise with no equivalent rise in 
incomes.  Housing affordability is a 
significant issue for many in the 
District 

Housing Monitoring Report 
2004 (HBC) 
Datafile September 2004 
(HBC) 
HM Land Registry 
Earnings Survey 2003 

Areas with poor 
frequency of public 
transport 

To be determined     

Geographical access 
to services (Defined 
as a post office, GP, 
food shop, primary 
school) 

17 wards are ranked in the 25% 
of wards in England with 
poorest access to services, with 
8 wards in the poorest 10% of 
wards 

  Access to services is a significant 
issue for many parts of the District, 
particularly in the outlying rural 
areas. 

Craven, Harrogate & Rural 
District PCT, Health Profile 
www.chrd-pct.nhs.uk 
Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 

Proportion of 
population living in 
settlements not 
served by public 
transport 

To be determined     

% of households 
served by broadband 
enabled exchanges 

83.3%    BT Exchange May 2004, 
Harrogate In Brief 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
7. Education & training opportunities which build the skills and capacity of the population 
% of 16 year olds 
attaining  5 GCSEs 
A*-C 

2003                                       % 
Ashville College                      88 
Boroughbridge High               53    
Harrogate Grammar               77  
Granby High                           46  
Harrogate Ladies College      78  
Harrogate Tutorial College     60 
King James                             72   
Nidderdale High                      59 
Queen Ethelburgas                58 
Ripon College                         44   
Ripon Grammar                      97 
Rosset                                    46  
St Aidens                                87 
St John Fisher                        78 
 
Harrogate Average          67% 

2003 
LEA Average  60% 
England Average   53% 
 
2002 
LEA Average   58% 
England Average 50% 

2002                                      % 
Ashville College                      86 
Boroughbridge High               60    
Harrogate Grammer               78  
Granby High                           42  
Harrogate Ladies College       75  
Harrogate Tutorial College     33 
King James                             69   
Nidderdale High                      65 
Queen Ethelburgas                57 
Ripon College                         29   
Ripon Grammer                      97 
Rosset                                    49  
St Aidens                                84 
St John Fisher                        81 
 
Harrogate Average           64.64 

Favourable situation with 
educational attainment higher than 
both the national and LEA 
average. 

Census 2001 
Learning Skills Council 
Factsheet March 2004 on 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 
Datafile 2004 (HBC) 

% of adults with NVQ 
level three 
(economically active) 

46.5% National Learning target  
By 2002 50% of adults qualified 
to NVQ level 3 or equivalent 
UK 41% 
Yorks & Humber 39% 
North Yorks 44.3% 

No trend identified Although not achieved the national 
target the District compares 
favourably with the UK, regional 
and North Yorkshire achievements 

Household Surveys, 
Progress in York & North 
Yorks on 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 

% of adults with NVQ 
level four 
(economically active) 

31.5% National Learning target  
By 2002 28% of adults qualified 
to NVQ level 4 or equivalent 
UK 23% 
Yorks & Humber 20.2% 
North Yorks 27.8% 

No trend identified Exceeds the national target and 
performance is considerably better 
than UK, regional and North 
Yorkshire achievements 

Household Surveys, 
Progress in York & North 
Yorks 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 

% of employees 
undertaking work 
related training in the 
last year 

2004   43.9% North Yorks  42.6% 
Yorks & Humber  40.4% 
England  41% 

 More employees under take  
training than either the county, 
regional or national level 

National lifestyle survey 
2004 in Harrogate in 
Brief2005 
www.yorkshire.futures.com  

% of employers with 
hard to fill vacancies 

No data available     Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

% of year 13 school 
leavers remaining in 
the District 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future taking account of 
corporate and Community 
Plan priorities. 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
8. Bio-diverse and attractive natural environment 
Number/Area of 
SSSIs 

Number  25 
Area   25,041 ha 

 No trend available No issues identified www.english-nature.org 
Harrogate District Local 
Plan 2001 

Number/Area of 
Local Nature 
Reserves 

Number  4 
Area 

 No trend available No issues identified Harrogate District Local 
Plan 2001 

Number/area of 
SINCs 

Number  102 
Area 

 No trend available Comprehensive review of SINCs 
to be carried out 

Harrogate District Local 
Plan 2001 

Population of wild 
birds 

No data available    Unknown.  Unlikely that this 
data can be presented at a 
district level. 

Reported condition 
of SSSIs (% or area) 

Favourable         1,179ha   6% 
Unfavourable/ 
Recovering        7,719ha    40% 
Unfavourable/ 
No change         9,804        50% 
Declining             583ha      3%  

(2004)            NY    Y&H    UK 
Favourable    21%   34%   46% 
Unfavourable 48%   43%   35% 
Recovering    32%    27%  20% 

No trend available  www.english-nature.org 
 

Area of woodland 
coverage in the 
District 

In the region of 8,000 ha  No trend available  Phase 1 Survey ( English 
Nature 1995) 

% of river length of 
good or fair quality 
(Chemical) 

99% (2002) (2002) 
England  93% 
Yorks & Humber 90% 

1990    99% 
1995    98% 
2000    99% 

Favourable position compared to 
both England and Yorks & Humber 
position.   

www.environment-
agency.gov.uk 
www.defra.gov.uk 

% of river length of 
good or fair quality 
(Biological) 

100% (2002) (2002) 
Yorks & Humber 90% 

1990    96% 
1995    97% 
2000    100% 

Favourable position compared to 
Yorks & Humber position and has 
shown steady improvement. 

www.environment-
agency.gov.uk 
www.defra.gov.uk 

Achievement of 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan targets 

No data available    Harrogate BAP in 
development 

9. Minimal pollution levels 
% of river length of 
good or fair quality 
(Chemical) 

99% (2002) (2002) 
England  93% 
Yorks & Humber 90% 

1990    99% 
1995    98% 
2000    99% 

Favourable position compared to 
both England and Yorks & Humber 
position.   

www.environment-
agency.gov.uk 
www.defra.gov.uk 

% of river length of 
good or fair quality 
(Biological) 

100% (2002) (2002) 
Yorks & Humber 90% 

1990    96% 
1995    97% 
2000    100% 

Favourable position compared to 
Yorks & Humber position and has 
shown steady improvement. 

www.environment-
agency.gov.uk 
www.defra.gov.uk 

Number of days 
when air pollution is 
moderate or high 

Review and assessment of air 
quality indicates that there is no 
requirement to identify Air 
Quality Management Areas 

  No issues idenditifed. Air Quality Review and 
Assessment 2001 (HBC) 
Air Quality Updating and 
Screening Assessment 
2003 (HBC) 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Area of 
contaminated land 

To be determined     

Development on 
best and most 
versatile agricultural 
land 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

10. A transport network which maximises access whilst minimising detrimental impacts 
Levels of car 
ownership/usage 

2001                 No                %      
No car            11,197            18    
1 car               27,739            44  
2 cars             19,396            31 
3+ cars             4,745              8   

 1999                 No                %      
No car            13,681            24    
1 car               26,641            46  
2 cars             14,488            25 
3+ cars             2,927              5   

Overall levels of car ownership 
have increase with an increase in 
2 and 3+ ownership and a 
corresponding reduction in levels 
of 1 and no car ownership 

Datafile 2004 (HBC) 

Passenger Numbers 
(rail & bus) 

No. of bus journeys /annum 
No. of rail journeys/annum 

    

Availability of cycle 
networks (km) 

Km of cycle routes built/annum     

Number of injuries 
and fatalities 
resulting from road 
traffic 

Casualties killed/seriously 
injured per 100,000 population 
(a-e) 
Casualties/slight injuries per 
100,000 population (f-j) 
2003/04                 (a-e)       (f-j)   
Pedestrians             22          50   
Cyclists                    1            16   
Motorcycles              2            31   
Car                          15          240 
Other                        0              0 

Casualties killed/seriously 
injured per 100,000 population 
(a-e) 
Casualties/slight injuries per 
100,000 population (f-j) 
2002/03                  (a-e)       (f-j)   
Pedestrians             12           50   
Cyclists                    1             18   
Motorcycles              6            26   
Car                          17          186 
Other                        0              0 

No trend identified Increased numbers of people 
injured in cars and increase in 
fatalities of pedestrians 

Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 L/BV99 

11. Minimise greenhouse gas emissions and a managed response to climate change 
Average energy 
efficiency of housing 
stock (max 100)  

Average SAP rating for local 
authority owned dwellings 
2005/06   64 

Harrogate targets   
2003/04   56.2 
2004/05   58.1 
2005/06   60 

2002/03  53.7 
2003/04  56.5 
2004/05  57.2 
 

Improvement in energy efficiency  Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 (BV63) 

% of District energy 
consumption 
produced from 
renewable sources 

No Data available UK Targets 
5% by 2005 
10% by 2010 
20% by 2020 

  www.hecafora.com 
 
 

Greenhouse gas 
emissions 

CO2 emissions from road 
transport 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Household energy 
use (gas & electricity 
as used per 
household) 

Improvement in energy 
efficiency 1996-2001 2.7% 

Improvement in energy 
efficiency Yorks & Humber 
6.79% 
UK 8.12% 

  Community Plan 2003 
(HBC) 

Development on 
floodplains 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

12. Prudent and efficient use of energy and natural resources with minimal production of waste 
Water usage      
Amount of waste 
arising and its 
processing route 

2005/06  household waste 
collected /head (household)  
363.5kg 

English Districts Ave  412kg 
(04/05) 
Harrogate target 
2004/05  377kg 
2005/06  388kg 
2006/07  392kg 

2004/05  369kg 
2003/04  363kg 
2002/03  355kg 

Favourable situation.  Less 
collected per head than the 
English District Average for 
2004/05 and achieved the target 
for 2004/05. 

Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/05  (BV84) 

% of total household 
waste recycled 

2005/06  21.92 Harrogate target 
2004/05   17.5% 
2005/06   21% 
2006/07   24.5% 

2004/05  15.06% 
2003/04  14.5% 
2002/03   9% 

Improvement in recycling rates Best Value Performance 
Plan 2004/5 (BV82a) 

Amount of residential 
development 
completed on brown 
field land 

2003/04      86% 60% on brownfield land by 2008 02/03            87% 
01/02            79% 
00/01            69%  
99/00            57%  
98/99            40%  
97/98            50% 
96/97            34% 

Significant increase in the amount 
of residential development on 
brownfield land and the 60% target 
is being met. 

Harrogate District Local 
Plan – Annual Monitoring 
Report 2003. 

Amount of 
employment 
development 
completed on brown 
field land 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

Green spaces lost to 
development 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
13. Protect and enhance the historic environment 
Number of listed 
buildings, ancient 
monuments and 
conservation areas 

Conservation Areas   52 
Listed Buildings Grade I    50 
                          Grade II*  110 
                          Grade II   2,070 
Ancient Monuments    50 

   Datafile 2004 (HBC) 

% of Grade I & II 
listed buildings at 
risk 

To be collected     

Loss or damage to 
the character or 
setting of the World 
Heritage Site 

To be collected     

Loss or damage to 
character or setting 
of: Registered 
Historic Battlefield, 
Scheduled Ancient 
Monument, Historic 
Parks & Gardens 

To be collected     

% of conservation 
area demolished or 
otherwise lost 

To be collected     

14. A quality built environment and efficient land use patterns that make good use of derelict sites, minimise travel and promote balanced development 
% of residential 
development 
completed on brown 
field land 

2003/04      86% 60% on brownfield land by 2008 02/03            87% 
01/02            79% 
00/01            69%  
99/00            57%  
98/99            40%  
97/98            50% 
96/97            34% 

Significant increase in the amount 
of residential development on 
brownfield land and the 60% target 
is being met. 

Harrogate District Local 
Plan – Annual Monitoring 
Report 2003 

% of employment 
development 
completed on brown 
field land 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Area of previously 
developed land 
which is vacant and 
or derelict (hectares) 

Vacant land   12 
Derelict land & buildings  5 
Vacant buildings   6 
(2003) 

Yorks & Humber (2003) 
Vacant land   2,170 
Derelict land & buildings  3,160 
Vacant buildings   820 
 
England (2003) 
Vacant land   14,610 
Derelict land & buildings  20,550 
Vacant buildings   4,550 
(2003) 

Vacant land   3 
Derelict land & buildings  2 
Vacant buildings   3 
(2002) 
Vacant land   3 
Derelict land & buildings  3 
Vacant buildings   15 
(2001) 

A mixed picture emerges.  Overall 
there has been a reduction in 
vacant buildings but an increase in 
vacant land and derelict land and 
buildings.  Re-use of previously 
developed land will be an issue to 
addressed by the LDF. 

National Land Use 
Database www.nlud.org.uk 
 

Developments 
incorporating 
Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems 

No data available    Consideration will be given 
as to whether this indicator 
should be monitored in the 
future. 

15. Good quality employment opportunities available to all 
16. Conditions for business success, economic growth and investment 

 

% of individuals of 
working age in 
employment 

2001 
Overall economic activity  71% 
79% of males economically 
active  
64% of females economically 
active 

England & Wales 2001 
Overall economic activity  67% 
74% of males economically 
active  
60% of females economically 
active 

1991 
 Overall economic activity  61% 
74% of males economically 
active  
50% of females economically 
active 

Favourable situation when 
compared to the England & Wales 
position.  There has also been an 
increase in economic activity 
between 1991 and 2001. 

Data Digest 2004 (HBC) 
Census 1991, 2001 

GDP per head 
(£/head) 

Not possible to identify GDP at 
district level but there will be a 
variation between rural and 
more populous urban areas 

                        1995           1998  
UK                    100              100 
Yorks & Humber   88             88   
North Yorks          94              94 
York UA              111            114 

No trend available No issues identified Regional Trends 36 
www.yorkshire.futures.com 
 
 

% of businesses 
surviving three years 

No data available at the district 
level 
 

                                1996 
UK                            62.5 
Yorks& Humb           60.8   
North Yorks              66.2 

No trend available No issues identified SBS, Dti Competitiveness 
Indicators  
www.yorkshire.futures.com 
 

Net  increase or 
decrease in the 
number of VAT 
registered 
businesses 

Net increase of 75 in VAT 
registrations (2004) 

 2003   135 
2002   110 
2001    65 
2000   100 

Net increase, however this 
represents a decrease compared 
to net change in 2003.  However it 
is in line with the level of change 
since 2000 

Local Economic Review 
2006 (HBC) 

Shop vacancy rates 
in market towns 

District Average 2004/05  
7.9% 

 2003/04  7.9% 
2002/03  8.1% 
2001/02  8.4% 
2000/01  10.3 

Vacant rates have fallen from 
2000/01 
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Indicator Quantified data Comparators & targets Trend (HBC) Issues identified Source 
Unemployment rate July 2004  1.0% July 2004 

North Yorks 1.2% 
Yorks & Humber 2.4% 
England & Wales  2.2% 

Harrogate 
Stable rates of unemployment, 
fluctuating between 1.0% and 
1.3% over April 03-Mar 04 

Compares favourably with the 
County, Region and England & 
Wales.  There are pockets where 
unemployment remains slightly 
higher than District average – East 
Central (2.7%), Ripon (2.3), West 
Central (2.1%) 

Data Digest 2004 (HBC) 
Local Economic Review 
2003 (HBC) 
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