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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY STATEMENT

Harrogate Borough Council is committed to the provision of first class public services.  The Council aims to provide these services in an environmentally friendly manner.  The

Council has a corporate priority of Caring for the Environment and aims to continuously improve its policies and practices to achieve a better quality of life for everyone now and for generations to come.

The Council’s day to day operations impact on the environment and therefore numerous other Council policies interlink with this Council’s policy in setting out delivery statements and standards, for example, the Council’s Corporate Plan, Local Development Plan, Harrogate District Parks Environmental Policy and the Local Transport Plan.

Specific environmental performance objectives have been identified for the following key environmental action areas of:

· energy efficiency

· waste & recycling

· water conservation

· local surroundings/biodiversity

· transport

· getting the environmental message across

To achieve these commitments the Council will make the following commitments to the environment:

1. To comply with relevant environmental statutory regulations, laws and other criteria which affect its business.

2. Minimise energy and water use at all Council buildings and sites
3. To seek to reduce consumption of materials in its operations, choosing wherever possible, to reuse and recycle rather than dispose and where new purchases are made specify recycled products

4. To protect and enhance the diversity of the natural and built environment, including working with others in the community.
5. To minimise pollution arising from activities and services, particularly reduce the impact of travel by encouraging people to make use of public transport, cleaner fuels such as LPG and encourage more walking and cycling.

6. To raise awareness of environmental issues and sustainability within the Council and the wider community.

STAFF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY CHECKLIST

Harrogate Borough Council has is  committed to improving its environmental performance.   This list below outlines basic practices which have been agreed by either Council-wide policy and/or Departmental Policy:

· Use Fairtrade coffee and tea for meetings.

· Switch off computer monitors, boxes, screens and printers when not required for 20 minutes or more.

· Cycle, walk or use public transport wherever appropriate.

· Refer to desk calendar for further reminders about environmental action areas.

· Envelopes – use brown/manilla envelopes in preference to white envelopes (brown are recycled paper and white are not).

· Switch off lights when leaving a room empty.

· Memos, reports and other documents – wherever possible produce memos, reports and other documents printed on to both sides of paper

· Photocopying – always photocopy on to both sides of paper and use white, pink, pale blue, yellow and pale green recycled paper in preference to other colours.

· Recycle printer cartridges and toner cartridges.
· Printing orders - ALL  printing orders must stipulate recycled paper and incorporate a ‘printed on recycled paper’ logo.  Sustainable forests paper does not comply with the Council’s Policy.

· Purchasing – refer to the Council’s Friendly Purchasing Guide.

· Purchasing recycled stationery products – to be purchased where the additional cost (if any) does not exceed 10% (subject to DMT approval).

· Recycle office waste paper in the green bag bins.  (Do not include food wrappings, telephone books, newspapers, magazines, cardboard, envelopes, paperclips and plastic).

If you have any suggestions as to how we can reduce our impact on the environment or if you require any further information please email Jane Money, Agenda 21 Officer or phone ext. 6801
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