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Ripon Spa Gardens Forum

Who is the Green Man?

No one knows.

He is a mythical
figure of the woods
and forests.  He
represents the force
of nature and is
shown as a face
covered with leaves.

Whilst his origins are
pagan he has
become a symbol
found in many
Christian churches.
You can see a
carved green man in
Ripon  Cathedral and
a stone one at
Fountains Abbey,
there are others
around the country
including Wells and
Canterbury
Cathedrals.

The Green Man could not have come to Spa
Gardens without the support and sponsorship
of the following whom the

Schools

Businesses

Local community groups and individuals

Creative contributions

Harrogate Borough Council's Parks service

Greystone Primary
Holy Trinity Infant and Junior
Moorside Infants and Juniors
St Wilfrid’s Primary

A E Duffield & Sons Ltd (Road Contractors)
D M McFarlane (Dental Practice)
The Golden Lion
K A Anderson (Metal Recyclers)
King William IV (King Billy)
Nick Price (Eura Audit UK Ltd)
Ripon Spa Hotel
The Royal Oak
Sun Parlour Cafe
T & R Wiliamson Ltd (Paint Manufacturer)
The Turks Head

Lauryn Ambler
Martin Gabriel
Paul Freeman
Ripon City Morris Dancers
Ripon Spa Bowls Club

Bird Box by John Taylor of Ripon
Painted Green Man (on the toolshed door)

by Paul R Godden, Ripon Artist
Welcome Stone (at the main gates)

By H A Green and Sons
(Stonemasons) Ripon

Spa Gardens Forum wish to thank



Green Man face plaques have been placed all around the gardens.  There are also some Green Woman Faces.  Some are large, some are small,
some are hard to find! You can see them all from the path or grass, so you don’t need to go in the flower beds.  Some faces are not Green, some
faces may not be on this sheet!  How many will you discover?  Use the pictures to help you and put a tick beside each one when you find it.

It will help you in your search to know that the Green Men are everywhere in the Gardens.  There are none by the road, near the gates or along
the footpath past the painted Green Man door, and none along the low footpath by the houses.  That should save you a bit of legwork!
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How many Green Men can you find? Follow the trail and find out
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Good luck!


