

1. Introduction

Renaissance Knaresborough is a group concerned with the regeneration and future development of the town. It is a voluntary group formed through the merging of the Knaresborough Regeneration partnership and the Renaissance Market Town team. The Partnership operates an ‘Initiatives Fund’, using income from Harrogate Borough Council. The fund provides small grants to projects, which are consistent with the town charter and located within Knaresborough and it’s surrounding area. 

To apply for an Initiative Fund grant, please read these notes and complete the attached application form.

Renaissance Market Town Charter for Knaresborough

	Knaresborough

Renaissance Market Town Charter

_______________________________________________

Knaresborough will….
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Enhance its standing as a vibrant, independent town with distinctive assets, making it a pleasant place to live, work and visit.
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Build a positive and supportive community based on its rich traditions whilst embracing the future. A friendly community which values all its citizens and where people feel safe.
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Support the development of its citizens through learning, leisure and other activities, and supporting community resources such as local schools, clubs and societies.
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Making the town more pedestrian friendly, cleaner and safer particularly in areas such as High Street.
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 Develop as an attractive, welcoming place linking the assets of the town centre and the riverside and promoting a rich experience for all visitors.
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Offer an attractive and viable place for business, improving the retail experience of the High Street, Market Place and St James Retail Park and attracting good quality businesses and employment.
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Provide culture and recreation activities for all ages and tastes, including a range of arts, craft and creative activities, youth facilities, walking, cycling and sports facilities, improving the Frazer Theatre and continuing to promote festivals such as Feva.
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Conserve and enhance the historic market town character, preserving the heritage and distinctive features such as the Castle, Market Place, riverside and High Street.
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Complement and preserve the natural landscape which surrounds the town, improving interpretation and opportunities for exploration.




Full details of the RMT Plans (Delivery Plans and Business Plans) for Knaresborough can be found at www.harrogate.gov.uk/regeneration 
2. General Information

A. Please read these guidance notes carefully prior to completing your application. Failure to do so may result in delays in processing the application.

B. Complete ALL sections of the application form, in black ink or type. Try to keep your answers as concise as possible whilst ensuring all necessary information is provided. If you run out of space on the form, it is acceptable to use an additional sheet.

C. The maximum grant you can apply for is £1,500.
D. Completed applications should be submitted to the below address no later than 30TH April 2010, 5pm. Applications will then be processed and considered by members of the Partnership Executive early May. Applicants will be notified of the final decision within one week of the meeting.

Daniel Harper

Economic Development Unit

Harrogate Borough Council

Knapping Mount

West Grove Road

Harrogate

HG1 2AE

01423 799149

daniel.harper@harrogate.gov.uk
E. The decision regarding applications is made by the Renaissance Knaresborough Partnership Executive. Applications will be considered against a number of criteria, including:

· The potential benefits of the scheme in achieving the aims of the Partnership;

· The cost-effectiveness of the project compared both to overall costs, and to the Partnership contribution requested.

· The potential for the project to be delivered successfully, and provide ongoing benefits after the duration of funding.

F. Initiatives fund grants are awarded on an annual basis. Whilst we may consider funding projects over successive years, investment can only be committed for a maximum period of one year at a time.

3. Guidance by section (referring to application form.)

Section 1: Applicant Details

A – Details should be for your nominated project leader.

B – Please provide a summary of your organisation’s history, including any previous projects that have been undertaken.

C – Please provide summary details (not contacts / addresses) of members of your organisation with the relevant experience to deliver your project successfully – For example Chairperson, Secretary / Treasurer, Project Leader. Please indicate the relevant experiences of each person that will assist in the project’s delivery.

Section 2 – Project Details

A - Please provide summary details of your project, including brief details of what the funding will be used for. Indicate how the project might continue after the duration of Partnership funding.

B - Explain what you hope to achieve through the project – for example ‘To increase numbers of visitors to Knaresborough during the winter months, thereby increasing trade in the town’ or ‘To provide an improved facility for the community’. Include details of the current problems or issues which will be addressed by the project, and which sectors of the community will benefit directly.

C - Referring either to the Knaresborough RMT Charter(above), explain how your project will contribute towards the development of Knaresborough.

Section 3: Financial information

Indicate the total cost of your project and the amount of grant requested. In section C, list the other sources of funding for your project. It is acceptable to list these under general headings, for example if you are undertaking fundraising from various sources list these collectively as ‘Fundraising’. In the case of specific grants from public organisations, please list these individually. Please also indicate whether each source is fully secured, or is currently speculative – for example a grant application in process, or a fundraising event yet to take place.

Section 4: Declaration

It is essential that this section is completed to enable receipt of the application.

4. Accompanying documentation.

We will require you to supply copies of the following documents prior to releasing any funding – It is not essential that these are provided with the application form, but it would be helpful in assessing your application.

A. Financial information relating to your organisation or project – For example Bank Statement / Accounts or balance sheet (either for your organisation, or for the project if it has previously operated). If none of these is available (for example if your project or organisation has previously operated without funding) please supply a signed declaration confirming this is the case.

B. Constitution of organisation, or if one does not exist, a statement of aims / objectives of the organisation.
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