Voluntary Sector Forum

Terms of Reference

Purpose and Role

The purpose of the Forum is to promote the working relationships between the voluntary and community sector and the Borough Council.  The Forum has no formal powers but it does seek to provide a channel of communication to help to help to improve decision making by the Council and local voluntary and community organisations.

Key Activities

· Agree the theme and agenda for the forthcoming year, which the Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group will address.

· To provide the voluntary and community sector with the opportunity to meet and inform Elected Members about their activities, helping to improve the Council’s decision making on matters affecting local voluntary and community organisations.

· To provide a channel of communication between local voluntary and community organisations and the Borough Council’s Officers and Elected Members in support of the partnership between the voluntary and community sector and the Council set out in the Local Compact.


Membership

The Voluntary Sector Forum will be open to representatives of all local voluntary and community sector organisations that wish to participate and its membership includes all Members of the Council.

Frequency of Meetings

A Voluntary Sector Forum Meeting will be held annually in autumn.

Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson:  To be appointed through the Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group, on an annual basis, or when required following the resignation or retirement of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.  The Chairperson of the Forum will also be the Chairperson of the Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group and the Vice-Chairperson of the Forum will also be the Vice-Chairperson of the Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group.  The Vice-Chairperson will chair meetings in the absence of the Chairperson..

Secretariat:  Member Services, Harrogate Borough Council.

Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group
Terms of Reference

Purpose and Role

The Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group is a core group of Councillors, Officers and representatives of voluntary and community sector organisations who will work together on the theme and agenda agreed by the Voluntary Sector Forum.  Other organisations can be co-opted on to the Working Group as appropriate.  The Working Group will also play a role in the two way communication of information between the Council and local voluntary and community organisations.

Key Activities

· To address the annual theme and agenda agreed by the Voluntary Sector Forum and to report back to the next meeting of the Forum on the work undertaken.

· To exchange information and to share advice and assistance between the Council and the voluntary and community sector.

· To provide a channel for the Voluntary Sector Forum Working Group to communicate with local people through the Council’s free newspaper.

· Council Members’ and employees’ awareness of the work of the voluntary and community sector.

Membership

Five Elected Members from Harrogate Borough Council.

Voluntary and community sector representatives some of whom may be selected to reflect the “theme” of the Working Group in that particular year.  Due to their role as umbrella organisations it is anticipated that both Harrogate and Ripon Councils for Voluntary Service will be permanent members.

Frequency of Meetings

The Working Group will meet as often as necessary to undertake the work required by the Voluntary Sector Forum and report back to the Voluntary Sector Forum in the autumn of each year.

Chairperson and Vice Chairperson:  The Working Group will appoint its Chairperson on an annual basis, or when required following the resignation or retirement of the Chairperson.  The Chairperson of the Working Group will also be the Chairperson of the Voluntary Sector Forum.

The Working Group will also appoint a Vice-Chairperson at the same time as the appointment of the Chairperson.  The Vice-Chairperson will chair meetings in the absence of the Chairperson and will also be the Vice-Chairperson of the Voluntary Sector Forum.

Secretariat:  Member Services, Harrogate Borough Council.
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