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Meter Reading

Homework
Remember… Most of the electricity we use at home is made in power stations by burning fossil fuels. This releases carbon dioxide, which is increasing the greenhouse effect and leading to climate change.

Every house has an electricity meter; it records the amount of electrical units (kilo-watt hours) that we use.

Your first task is to find your meter (ask an adult to help you). 

Where is your meter? __________________________________

Meters are usually hidden away which means we don’t think about how much electricity we are using.  In some Energy efficient homes the meters are placed in full view in the kitchen to remind the people who live there to save energy.

There are two main types of meter

[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]GENERAL B ELECTRIC
Rr13%

) CL200+e 240V 3W ® FM2S Kh7.2 TA302

G-E TYPE |-70-S WATTHOUR METER
CAT. NO. @ 720X 7061

52 035 717

MADE IN USA.





My meter has dials like this          
    My meter has numbers like this

Your next task is to read your meter – please turn the page

Tips on reading the meter!
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Dial Meters
In this example, the meter reading would be '13998'.

1. Adjacent dials turn in opposite directions
2. If the pointer is between two figures, always read the number the pointer has passed
3. If the pointer is directly on a number look at the next dial to determine whether the number has just been passed. A higher number indicates that it has not been passed
4. Ignore dials that are red, or don't have a pointer or that have no numbers marked on the dial. 
Digital Meter
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1. A digital meter can be single or two rate. 

2. A single rate meter has one row of figures. 
3. Note down the numbers as they read from left to right. 
4. Ignore the last red number. The meter above would read 25821kWh.
5. A two rate has a double row of figures. Note down both readings. 

Date 




Time

My meter reading was 

(Then take another reading exactly a week later)

Date 




Time

My meter reading was
How many units of electricity did your household use in a week?

How is that written in kilowatt-hours?
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Which appliance uses the most electricity?

The table below gives the typical energy use for some electrical appliances and the amount of time taken for them to use one unit of electricity.

	Appliance
	Number of Energy Units used in one hour (kWh)
	Approximate time taken to use up 

ONE UNIT

	Conventional oven
	3
	20 minutes

	Dishwasher
	3
	20 minutes

	Dryer
	3
	20 minutes

	Immersion heater
	3
	20 minutes

	Washing machine
	2
	30 minutes

	Fan heater
	2
	30 minutes

	Deep fryer
	2
	30 minutes

	Kettle
	2
	30 minutes

	Toaster
	1.2
	45 minutes

	Microwave oven
	0.6
	90 minutes

	Iron
	0.5
	2 hours

	Vacuum cleaner
	0.5
	2 hours

	Computer
	0.3
	3 hours

	Hair dryer
	0.3
	3 hours

	Television
	0.15
	7 hours

	100W tungsten bulb
	0.1
	10 hours

	Fridge/freezer
	0.08
	12 hours

	Fridge
	0.04
	24 hours

	Energy efficient lamp
	0.02
	50 hours
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