Climate Action Programme – Session Four Procedure Notes
Harrogate Borough Council 2007

Session 4: Procedure notes

Special Energy Investigators
Activity 21 – Energy saving race

Time needed: 10 minutes

Play a fast music track that lasts about 5 minutes (recommended Taraf de Haidouks – band of gypsies Track 4 Return of the Magic Horses).

Split class into 5 groups; hand out large paper sheets and pens one of each per group.

When the music starts the students take it in turns to have the pen and write down a way of saving energy.  They pass the pen to the next person who writes down their idea.  They keep going until the music runs out. Count up the answers and see who got the most, then go through some of the ideas.

Activity 22 – Special energy investigators

Time needed: 1 hour

It is advisable to explain to other teachers in advance that students will be moving about the school and get permission for them to enter the classrooms.

Equipment:

Digital thermometers provided in resource box

Plastic jug and liquid thermometers (at least one set for the group)

Rulers and tissue paper

Clipboards and pens

Print “Case” worksheets, one for each student and “Summary” worksheets, one for each group, from Session 4 page online.

This activity needs careful instructions so that all the groups understand what they are doing.

Explain that the students are going to become special energy investigators.  Each group will be given a mission to search the school for clues as to how the school could be more energy efficient.

Split the class into five groups and allocate the missions. Tell the students where they can and can’t go (everywhere if possible). 

Ask the students to read their mission carefully so that they understand what they have to do.  Some of them will need to gather equipment to collect the clues.

Before they go on their mission ask them to check with mission control (the teacher). Check that they know where they are going, who is doing what and what information they are gathering.  It is important that the students work as a team either by doing things together or separating the tasks out between them.

Give everyone a time to come back to the classrooms to check progress, send them out again if necessary.

The first students to complete their mission can begin to fill in the back page of their sheet.

When everyone is back together hand out summary sheets.

Explain that the other groups don’t know what clues were being looked for so each group is going to tell the rest of the class about their mission.  Filling in the worksheet will help with each group’s presentation.  Give them 10mins to prepare and then take turns to hear each group.

Activity 23 – Action Plan

Time needed: 30 minutes

Print “Two tips worksheet” one per group, from Session 4 page online. 

The Action Plan should contain a list of points that the school can sign up to, in order to make energy savings. This could be a list of general actions or specific actions allocated to specific people.

Introduce the idea of an action plan to the class. Discuss:

· The aim (to save 10% of energy over a year)

· What an action plan could be like

· Taking school meter readings 

· Two top tips

· How to tell the rest of the school

Draw up an Action plan.
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