
The Case of the Hungry Appliances

Background information:

Intelligence reports suggest that people in your school are wasteful in the way they use appliances such as videos, TVs, computers and kettles.  This is wasting both electricity and money. 

Most of our electricity is generated by burning coal, oil and natural gas. Generating this extra electricity is harming the planet by using up fuels and releasing huge amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 

The Special Energy Investigators must act to prevent this waste.
Your mission:

· Check out the whole school looking for clues

· Use this sheet to record your evidence

· Return to base and use your evidence to work out how to make improvements

· Report your findings to the other investigation teams

Before setting off, you must:

· Plan your investigation and have it checked at Mission Headquarters.

You will be asked to explain:

Where you will go?

What are you looking for?

How will you record your evidence?

What equipment will you need?
GOOD LUCK!
Appliances Survey

What sort of electrical appliances do you have in your school?

How many are left on when they are not being used?

Use this sheet to record what type of appliances you have, and where energy is being wasted.

Look out for appliances like these:

	
[image: image1.png]




	[image: image2.jpg]L




	
[image: image3.png]




	DVD Player
	Projector
	Computer
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	Photocopier
	Kettle
	Stereo
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Also look out for other energy-wasting appliances, and make a note if you spot them:

· A kettle full of water being used to make a one cup of tea or coffee
· Fans in the kitchen left on when they are not needed
· Electric fires used when main school heating is on
· Computers left on for more than 20 minutes when not in use
The Case of the Hungry Appliances

What can be done about it?

Did you find that energy was being wasted?

If so, what can be done about it? 
	Evidence
	What can be done about it?

	Computer monitors, printers, videos and TVs left on stand-by when not being used


	

	Computer left on for more than 20 minutes when not in use


	

	Photocopiers left on for long periods when not in use


	

	A kettle full of water being used to make a one cup of tea or coffee


	

	Fans in the kitchen left on when they are not needed


	

	Electric fires used when main school heating is on
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