How council's procurement can help SMEs
THE National Procurement Strategy for Local Government sets out a range of strategic objectives and targets for councils to adopt to achieve professional, efficient and effective procurement practices.

The Strategy seeks for councils to achieve community benefits through procurement, by actively engaging with a diverse range of suppliers. Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) are a powerful engine for economic growth, and it is recognised that often small businesses can provide best value in procurement directly or through sub-contracting.

In support of the Strategy a Good Practice Guide to assist the Small Business Friendly Concordat (a voluntary, non-statutory code of practice) has been prepared for Local Authorities, which helps frame, and deliver their strategies in accordance with the principles of the Concordat. 

Last year Harrogate Council set up the Corporate Procurement Group, involving representatives from all Departments, to adopt the Concordat and set out an action plan to make their contracts more accessible to SMEs. 

The first action point to encourage effective trade between the Council and small businesses was to establish a 'Selling to the Council' section on the business part of the Council's website together with an procurement enquiry link. 

Secondly, Alan Sandy, the Economic Development Unit's Business Liaison Officer, has made presentations to local Chambers about the Council's reasons for wanting to implement this initiative, the benefits for local businesses and the timetable. 

The final two parts of the action plan relevant to local businesses are due to be completed next week.

On the evening of Monday 28th November a Procurement Seminar is being held to raise awareness of the Council's procurement opportunities for local SMEs. This free of charge event will include:

A Corporate perspective of procurement 

The Council's commitments to the Concordat and small business 

A Case Study of a local business working with the Council 

The sources of help available to ensure you are 'business ready' 

The construction sectors in particular 

Questions and Answers

It is also anticipated there will be a live link to the Council's procurement website – www.harrogate.gov.uk/procurement 

And in order to help those businesses that do not have access to the internet, a hard copy guide for suppliers and contractors, "Sell-2-HBC", will be launched at the event. 

With all the elements in place the Council should then be able to "sign up" to the principles of the Concordat by the end of the year.

The Procurement Seminar will take place in the Calder Room at The Pavilions, Great Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate, starting at 5.45 pm. If you wish to attend please contact Alan Sandy, Tel: 01423 556051 or e-mail alan.sandy@harrogate.gov.uk.
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Harrogate Borough Council leads the way in local procurement
THE Federation for Small Business (FSB) has cast doubt on the level of commitment of UK local authorities to using small firms as suppliers.

Figures from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) reveal that only 33 of England’s 388 local authorities have signed up to the Small Business Friendly Concordat, under which local government can pledge its commitment to fair procurement procedures. 

That less than 10% of authorities have signed up to the agreement is “very alarming”, says the FSB, which is urging the ODPM to achieve a target of 100% by summer 2006.

As reported in the last edition of On Location, Harrogate Borough Council have already signed up to the Concordat, to assist small and medium sized companies in the Harrogate district do business with the council. 

As part of this commitment the Council want to actively engage with a diverse range of suppliers, recognising that biggest doesn’t always mean best. In turn the initiative will help retain the Council’s spend locally for the benefit of the district’s business community.

The purpose of the concordat is to set out what suppliers can expect when tendering for local authority contracts. 

Further help and guidance is also available on the council’s website at www.harrogate.gov.uk/procurement
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