
Background  
Why Choose Little Harries Lane Site?  

The Environment Agency (EA) are primary consultees 

in all new cemetery developments and extensions. 
 

There are 5 specific guideline criteria that a cemetery 
should be compliant with 

1. No Standing water in base of grave 

2. Must not be within a source protection zone  
3. Must be at least 30 meters from a water course 

or stream 
4. Must be at least 250 meters from a potable wa-

ter abstraction point or well  
5. Must be 10 meters from a land drain  

 

The site to the north of the existing cemetery has sig-
nificant ground water problems.  

 
The undulations of the north site would make drainage 

both essential but extremely expensive to be compliant 

with the EA requirements.  United Utilities prevented 
any discharge into the local storm and combined drain-

age systems further restricting drainage options for the 
site. 

 
The undulating topography would need to be engi-

neered to allow practical usage.  Again this would be 

complex and expensive. 

Extensive investigations were made of both the areas to the north (adjacent) with the existing cemetery and of Little Harries  Lane, a number of criteria were 

reviewed in order to ensure that the most suitable site was selected in the interests of the Ripon Community for long term bu rial provision. 
 

The selected site had to be compliant with environmental regulations and should be both affordable and an attractive to the c ommunity.  

The slide above show the undulations and the problem 

with surface water drainage.  Below the trial pits under-
taken show the problems of ground water associated 

within the north site  

Extensive ground and desktop investigations were undertaken at Little Harries Lane. 

 
On site a number of trial pits were dug to depths in excess of 3.5 meters.  None of the pits showed any 

signs of ground water.  
 

The site was relatively free draining with gentle eastward slopes making the design and development 

simple and affordable. The site already has existing internal road infrastructure further aiding in reduc-
ing development costs. 

What was Wrong to the Area North of the Existing Ripon? Why Choose the Site at Little Harries Lane?  

The slides below show the gentle slopes and the existing wooded 

boundary providing a beautiful mature backdrop to the ceme-
tery. 

 
These slopes continue uniformly down the whole site making 

development simple and affordable.   

 
In all profile inspection pits undertaken, no ground water was 

observed as seen in the slide opposite right. 



 Access and Egress Little Harries 

Consultation with highways is a vital part of any development as entering and exiting a site has to be 
safe for visitors and other users of the highway approaching the site entrance and exit.  
 
North Yorkshire County Council Highways were consulted on the access, and, whilst they had no ob-
jection to the egress and access point per-se, it was felt that the two lime trees (boxed red) to the 
western approach restricted the view. 
 
The trees removal would not necessarily form part of the Planning Application as it falls outside the 
curtilage of the actual development site, however, their removal is likely to be a condition of the pro-
posal as recommended by NYCC Highways  

One of the major benefits of the Little Harries Lane development is the existing adopted road access. The 
attractive beech  lined road  is in very good condition and with the minimum of maintenance can be brought 
back into full use. 
 
The 270 meter length of road will also allow for off site parking in situations where large funeral numbers 
are expected, something that poses a problem at the existing cemetery.  


